Hot or Cold.        Tuesday 33rd Week of Ordinary Time

"Be hot or cold or I will spit you out!" Rev. 3:16
These are harsh words of Jesus in the Book of Revelation.
In a certain sense He desires extremism.
In this day of religious extremism that sounds frightening.
So why does He say this?

Because being lukewarm is akin to being nothing.
People who are lukewarm,
Believe nothing;
Stand for nothing;
Will sacrifice for nothing.

People who are lukewarm have no cause and will never attract anyone.

The key to extremism is not making it lukewarm but taking the fire that is burning out of control and channeling it to a furnace that can heat the house.

According to Jesus, Atheists who are Cold and religious extremists who are Hot He can endure.
It is the Lukewarm that He will spit out.
The Lukewarm who just show up for Church but do nothing.
The Lukewarm who see what is wrong and do nothing.
The Lukewarm who see injustice, poverty and suffering and do nothing.

Do not fear the extremists.
They will either burn themselves out or the Truth and Justice for which they long will forge their desires into something valuable.
Rather fear the Lukewarm.
For it is the Lukewarm who give birth to extremism by their apathy.

Jesus did not fear the greatest sinner.
Jesus did not fear that the greatest sinner would infect Him or those around Him with their lies and sins.
Rather He ate with them, knowing that He could transform their passion and even their sins into something holy.

It was the Lukewarm who sat and watched Jesus from a distance.
It was the Lukewarm who said and did nothing as He was arrested, imprisoned and crucified.
It was the Lukewarm who peered from behind their curtains and did nothing as they watched the Jews be dragged away by the Nazis to the death camps.

Fear not the extremist.
Rather Fear the Lukewarm who empower them by doing nothing.
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